GATESHEAD METROPOLITAN BOROUGH COUNCIL
COUNCIL MEETING
Thursday, 22 November 2018
PRESENT:

THE MAYOR COUNCILLOR J GREEN (CHAIR)
Councillors: J Adams, D Bradford, C Bradley, M Brain, C Buckley,
D Burnett, L Caffrey, B Clelland, P Craig, C Davison, W Dick,
S Dickie, K Dodds, C Donovan, A Douglas, D Duggan, J Eagle,
K Ferdinand, M Foy, P Foy, M Gannon, A Geddes, F Geddes, J
Gibson, B Goldsworthy, M Goldsworthy, M Graham, T Graham,
L Green, S Green, G Haley, M Hall, M Henry, M Hood, H Haran,
H Kelly, L Kirton, J Lee, P Maughan, K McCartney, J McClurey,
K McClurey, J McElroy, C McHugh, E McMaster, P McNally,
M McNestry, R Mullen, B Oliphant, C Ord, M Ord, R Oxberry,
I Patterson, S Ronchetti, J Wallace, N Weatherley, A Wheeler and
K Wood.

APOLOGIES: Councillors: R Beadle, M Charlton, S Craig, S Hawkins, J Kielty,
J Simpson and J Turnbull
CL52

TO CONFIRM THE MINUTES OF THE SPECIAL MEETING AND LAST
ORDINARY MEETING HELD 20 SEPTEMBER 2018
COUNCIL RESOLVED -

CL53

That the minutes of the special meeting and the last
ordinary meeting of the Council held on 20 September be
approved as correct records.

OFFICIAL ANNOUNCEMENTS
(A)

National Hate Crime Awards

The Mayor announced that Steven Kelly, the Council’s Strategic Hate Crime Lead,
had won an award at the National Hate Crime Awards. He received the Crown
Prosecution Service Special Award for Supporting Victims, Reporting Hate Crime.
The Mayor congratulated Steven on winning his award.
(B)

Changes to Appointments

The Mayor advised Council of the following proposed changes to
appointments:


Councillor P Maughan to be replaced on the Care, Health and
Wellbeing OSC by Councillor K McClurey.



Councillor P Maughan to be replaced on the Northumberland, Tyne and
Wear and North Durham STP OSC by Councillor R Beadle and
Councillor J Wallace to fill the resultant substitute vacancy.



Councillor K McClurey to be replaced on the Communities and Place
OSC by Councillor P Maughan.

COUNCIL RESOLVED CL54

That the proposed changes to appointments set
out above be approved.

PETITIONS
There were no petitions submitted.

CL55

QUESTIONS FROM MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC
There were no questions submitted by members of the public.

CL56

REPORT OF THE LOCAL GOVERNMENT AND SOCIAL CARE OMBUDSMAN COMPLAINT OF INJUSTICE
Consideration was given to a proposed response to the Local Government and
Social Care Ombudsman arising from a report published following his investigation
of a complaint against the Council.
The basis of the complaint was that the Council had wrongly refused to provide free
home to school transport for a child they foster for the Council who is the subject of a
Full Care Order, has special needs and attends a special needs school.
The Ombudsman found fault against the Council which had caused injustice and
made a number of recommendations to remedy this injustice.
COUNCIL RESOLVED -

CL57

That the Ombudsman’s recommendations as outlined in
his report be accepted.

GATESHEAD PRIVATE SECTOR HOUSING ENFORCEMENT POLICY
Consideration was given to a report seeking approval of the Gateshead Private
Sector Housing Enforcement Policy.
COUNCIL RESOLVED -

(i)

That the Gateshead Private Sector Housing
Enforcement Policy be approved.

(ii)

That the use of the provisions of the Housing and
Planning Act 2016 that seek to tackle the rogue
landlords and property agents who knowingly rent
out unsafe and substandard accommodation be
approved.

(iii)

CL58

That the Council’s constitution be amended to
include a delegation to the Service Director,
Development, Transport and Public Protection to
implement the above provisions on behalf of the
Council.

MANDATORY LICENSING OF HOUSES IN MULTIPLE OCCUPATION POLICY
Consideration was given to a report seeking approval of a revised policy setting out
how the law relating to Houses in Multiple Occupation (HMO) will be implemented in
Gateshead.

CL59

COUNCIL RESOLVED - (i)

That the revised HMO Policy that sets out how the
Mandatory Licensing of Houses in Multiple
Occupation will be implemented in Gateshead be
approved.

(ii)

That the Council’s Constitution be amended to
include a delegation to the Service Director,
Development, Transport and Public Protection to
have responsibility for implementing the provisions
of The Licensing of Houses in Multiple Occupation
(Prescribed Description) (England) Order 2018,
and the Licensing of Housing in Multiple
Occupation (Mandatory Conditions of Licences)
(England) Regulations 2018 in Gateshead.

(iii)

That the reviewed HMO Licence Fee structure be
approved.

LOCAL DIGITAL DECLARATION
Consideration has been given to a report seeking approval for the Council to sign-up
to the Local Digital Declaration.
COUNCIL RESOLVED -

CL60

That the proposal to sign up to the Local Digital
Declaration be endorsed.

REVISIONS TO THE COUNCIL'S RETIREMENT POLICY AND REDUNDANCY
POLICY
Consideration has been given to a report seeking approval for a revised Retirement
Policy and revised Local Government Pension Scheme Discretions Policy and a
revised Redundancy Policy.
COUNCIL RESOLVED - (i)

That the revised Retirement and Redundancy
Policies, which includes the Council’s policy on
pension discretions, be approved.

(ii)

That the Strategic Director, Corporate Services

and Governance be authorised, following
consultation with the Leader of the Council, to
make any minor amendments to the policies that
may be required following further consultation with
Trade Unions.
CL61

GAMBLING STATEMENT OF PRINCIPLES 2019 - 2022
Consideration has been given to a report seeking approval to a Gambling Statement
of Principles for 2019 - 2022 in accordance with the Gambling Act 2005.
COUNCIL RESOLVED -

CL62

That the Gambling Statement of Principles 2019-2022 be
adopted and published in accordance with the
requirements of the Gambling Act 2005.

CAPITAL PROGRAMME AND PRUDENTIAL INDICATORS 2018/19 - SECOND
QUARTER REVIEW
Consideration has been given to the latest position on the 2018/19 Capital
Programme and Prudential Indicators at the end of the second quarter to 30
September 2018 and the impact of CIPFA’s Prudential Code on the capital
programme and the monitoring of performance against the Statutory Prudential
Indicators.
COUNCIL RESOLVED -

CL63

(i)

That the variations to the 2018/19 Capital
Programme, be approved.

(ii)

That the financing of the revised programme be
approved.

(iii)

That it be confirmed that the capital expenditure
and capital financing requirement indicators have
been revised in line with the revised budget and
that none of the approved Prudential Indicators set
for 2018/19 have been breached.

CAPITAL STRATEGY 2018/19 TO 2023/24
Consideration has been given to a report seeking approval of the Capital Strategy
for 2018/19 to 2023/24 to support the framework used to set and monitor the Capital
Programme.
COUNCIL RESOLVED -

CL64

That the Capital Strategy be approved to ensure that it
fully complies with the requirements of good financial
practice in capital accounting.

LOCAL COUNCIL TAX SUPPORT SCHEME 2019/20
Consideration has been given to a report seeking of a Local Council Tax Support
Scheme for the year 2019/20.

COUNCIL RESOLVED -

CL65

(i)

That the proposed Local Council Tax
Support Scheme be approved.

(ii)

That the Strategic Director, Corporate Resources
be given delegated powers to provide regulations
to give effect to the scheme.

REPORT FROM THE CABINET
The Leader of the Council reported on a number of key issues currently affecting the
Council.
COUNCIL RESOLVED - That the information be noted.

CL66

NOTICE OF MOTION - PERIOD DIGNITY
Councillor Catherine Davison moved the following motion:
This Council:
Notes that women and girls find themselves in a position where they either cannot
afford or access sanitary products.
Notes that low wages, zero-hour contracts, and reductions in State benefits are
amongst the reasons that women are forced to make difficult decisions about
whether to purchase sanitary products.
Is concerned that women and girls are resorting to using items such as socks and
tissues in place of sanitary products, putting their health at significant risk.
Is further concerned that more than one in ten girls have had to improvise sanitary
wear due to affordability issues and that women and girls are missing work or school
each month because they cannot afford sanitary products.
Believes that women and girls should be able to experience their periods with
dignity.
This Council resolves:
To call on the Government to carry out research into the impact that inadequate
sanitary protection can have on women and girls so that it has a better
understanding of the true impact of period poverty.
To call on the Government and CBI to carry out research into the impact that
inadequate sanitary protection has on the economy including factors such as lost
working days compared to the cost of business providing sanitary products at no
charge to employees.

To further call on the Government to make sanitary products available for women
and girls from low income households who are struggling to afford these essential
items, including making sanitary products available in schools and colleges at no
charge.
To work with schools and colleges to seek to provide sanitary products at no charge
in toilet facilities until a time when the Government changes policy.
To conduct a feasibility study to assess the financial impact on the Council should it
resolve in the future to provide sanitary products in its toilet facilities.
On the motion being put it was declared to be carried.
CL67

NOTICE OF MOTION – BREXIT: PEOPLE'S VOTE
Councillor D Duggan moved the following motion:
The Council notes with concern the failure of the government to deliver any of the
promises made by those supporting the exit of the UK from the EU during the
referendum campaign in 2016. As the current Brexit package proposed by the
government delivers outcomes directly opposite to those promised in 2016, this
Council calls on the government to hold a “People’s Vote” referendum so that the
people of Gateshead and the UK have the final say between accepting the proposed
Brexit deal and staying in the EU.
Councillor M Gannon moved the following amendment:
Delete “with concern” from the first sentence.
Delete “As the current Brexit package proposed by the government delivers
outcomes directly opposed to those promised in 2016, this Council calls on the
government to hold a “People’s Vote” referendum so that the people of Gateshead
and the UK have the final say between accepting the proposed Brexit deal and
staying in the EU”
And insert “We have no confidence in the Government’s ability to deliver a Brexit
which promotes the British economy, protects jobs, and support citizens’ rights. We
therefore call for a General Election or to hold a public vote to enable the people of
Gateshead and the UK to have the final say before accepting the proposed Brexit
deal.”
On the amendment being put it was declared to be carried.
The amendment was put as the substantive motion and duly carried.
COUNCIL RESOLVED –
“The Council notes the failure of the Government to deliver any of the promises
made by those supporting the exit of the UK from the EU during the referendum
campaign in 2016.

We have no confidence in the Government’s ability to deliver a Brexit which
promotes the British economy, protects jobs, and support citizens’ rights. We
therefore call for a General Election or to hold a public vote to enable the people of
Gateshead and the UK to have the final say before accepting the proposed Brexit
deal.”
CL68

QUESTIONS
No questions were received from members of the public.

Mayor……………………………………

